
Rural Area - Identifying C3 Environmental Management Zones 

Relevant LEP and zone

Within non-urban areas:
•	 WLEP 2000 Deferred Lands 
•	 PLEP 2014 RU2, C3, 

C4 and R5 zones 
•	 WLEP 2011 RU4, C3, 

C4 and R5 zones

Site < 5000m2

HEV Criteria >50%

High Environmental Value (HEV) Criteria
(only one required) 

•	 Threatened Ecological Communities 
•	 Riparian Corridor Category 1 
•	 Riparian Corridor Category 2 
•	 Biodiversity Core Habitat 
•	 Wetland Area 
•	 Threatened Species selected
•	 Deferred Lands Biodiversity - Very High or High Value

C3 Zone 

Site > 5000m2

HEV Criteria 
between 30-70%

New C3 Split zone

A portion of the site has been allocated a C3 Environmental 
Management zone over the part of the site identified as 
having HEV Criteria.

The other portion will remain as currently zoned unless in 
the Deferred Lands, where it will become a 'Rural Zone'.

Current split zones

For sites that currently contain 
more than one zone (current 
split zone), the same mapping 
process was undertaken 
on any portion of the site 
identified as a 'Rural Area'.

HEV Criteria >70%

C3 Zone 

Undeveloped Bushland site

Undeveloped Bushland was identified on all or part of the 
site. This excluded sites with key infrastructure (e.g., utilities 
and schools), heavily cleared sites, sites with poor quality 
vegetation or sites where vegetation was heavily fragmented.

Hazard Criteria thresholds met

Hazard Criteria and Thresholds
•	 Bush Fire Prone Land – Vegetation Category 1 affects 

more than 50% of the site 
•	 Deferred Lands Bush Fire affects more than 50% of site 
•	 Coastal and Estuarine Hazards affect the site
•	 High Flood Risk Area affects more than 50% of site 
•	 Both the Medium and High Flood Risk Area 

affect the entire site

C3 Zone

Yes Yes

No

Yes
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Low Density Residential Area – Identifying C3 and C4 Zones 

Relevant zone

Within urban areas 
and Terrey Hills:
•	 RU2 Rural Landscape
•	 R2 Low Density Residential
•	 R5 Large Lot Residential
•	 C3 Environmental 

Management
•	 C4 Environmental Living

HEV/MEV Criteria affects 
less than 50% of site

HEV/MEV Criteria affects 
more than 50% of site

Surrounded Site

Site or group of 2 sites is 
surrounded by other proposed 
conservation zones

Isolated Site

Site or group of 2 sites is 
isolated from other proposed 
conservation zones

C4 Zone C4 Zone 

Hazard Criteria thresholds met

Hazard Criteria
•	 Bush Fire Prone Land – Vegetation Category 1 
•	 Geotechnical Coastal Cliffs
•	 Coastal and Estuarine Hazards
•	 High Flood Risk Area
•	 High and Medium Flood Risk Area
•	 Newport Low Flood Island
•	 Manly Low Flood Island

Hazard Thresholds 
•	 Geotechnical Coastal Cliffs buffer affects the site
•	 Coastal and Estuarine Hazards affect the site
•	 Bush Fire criteria affects more than 50% of site 
•	 High Flood Risk Area affects more than 50% of site 
•	 Both the Medium and High Flood Risk Area 

affect the entire site
•	 Site within identified Low Flood Island

C3 Zone
Yes Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Isolated Site 

Site or group of 2 sites is 
isolated from other proposed 
conservation zones

HEV and/or MEV Criteria apply

Either 1 or more High Environmental Value (HEV) and/or 2 or more Medium 
Environmental Value (MEV) Criteria apply
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•	 Threatened Ecological 
Communities (HEV)

•	 Threatened Species Habitat 
selected (HEV)

•	 Biodiversity Core Habitat (HEV)
•	 Riparian Corridor Category 2 (HEV)
•	 Riparian Corridor Category 1 (HEV)
•	 Wetland Area (HEV)
•	 Transition Area (HEV)
•	 Heritage Conservation Area (HEV)

•	 Biodiversity Corridor or Urban 
Tree Canopy (MEV)

•	 Geotechnical Planning Class: C3 
Hawkesbury Sandstone with Slope 
> 25 degrees or C5 Narrabeen Group 
with Slope > 15 degrees (MEV)

•	 Ridgeline or Escarpment (MEV)

Current split zones

For sites that currently 
contain more than one zone 
(current split zone), the 
same mapping process was 
undertaken on any portion of 
the site identified as a 'Low 
Density Residential Area'.



Relevant zone

•	 RE1 Public Recreation
•	 C2 Environmental 

Conservation

Public Open Space

Land identified in Council's Open Space and Recreation Strategy

Conservation Mechanism

This could include lands with bio-certification agreements, 
stewardship agreements, conservation covenants or court 
approval requirements. Current mapping includes Council 
records of known Biobank Sites and Biodiversity 
Stewardship sites. 

Natural Area

Natural Areas and State Parks identified in Council's Open 
Space and Recreation Strategy. This map was further 
refined to identify portions of parks and reserves managed 
for conservation and natural areas within adopted plans 
of management and a review of those lands currently 
zoned RE1 Public Recreation and associated uses. 

Existing C2 Zone

Land currently zoned for environmental protection 
where strict controls on development apply, from 
either: Manly LEP, Warringah LEP 2011 and 
Pittwater LEP.

C2 Zone 
Yes Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes

No Natural Area on Site

RE1 Zone

Natural Area on 
most of the site 

C2 Zone 

Natural Area on 
part of the site

C2 Split Zone

A portion of the site has been allocated a C2 Environmental 
Conservation zone over the part of the site identified as a 
Natural Area. The other portion of the site will be zoned RE1.

C2 Zone 
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Park or Conservation Area - Identifying C2 Zones

Current split zones

For sites that currently contain 
more than one zone (current 
split zone), the same mapping 
process was undertaken on any 
portion of the site identified as 
a 'Park or Conservation Area'.


